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this drug works, Hannah did not initially
recognize the signs of addiction.

Just last year when Hannah realized that
she had become dependent on heroin, she
went to Urgent Care to get help. The only
“help” they could give her was a taxi vouch-
er home. The following day, she returned to
the hospital where, again, she was handed a
taxi voucher and sent away. In desperation,
Hannah called her mom for help. Unfortu-
nately, like most families, Hannah’s family
understood very little about addiction and
heroin. They were unfamiliar with what
steps to take to get Hannah the help she
needed and they did what they thought was
best. Hannah’s family sent her to a treat-
ment center, a path which they now under-
stand was ineffective and inadequate on
many levels.

Given that Hannah didn’t match the heroin
addict stereotype her family had in their
minds, as she continued on in college they
thought everything was essentially under
control. Even after the course of treatment,
none of Hannah’s family understood the in-
sidiousness of this drug, the relentless grip
of addiction, nor the absurd statistical odds
against Hannah’s survival. Although Han-
nah’s active addiction only lasted for several
months, she relapsed with someone she had
met at the treatment center. Hannah was
able to bounce back and when she began her
senior year of college, she believed she was
well-equipped to manage her addiction and
her family did too.

Then on March 9, 2016, she died. Hannah’s
tragic and untimely death at the age of 22
has shaken her family to its deepest core.

Like many young students during finals,
Hannah stayed up for many nights in a row
studying. She did not die from a heroin over-
dose— smart, witty, Hannah made a calcula-
tion error. She did not factor exhaustion
into the equation when taking ‘‘just a little”’
heroin to go to sleep. The dose of heroin
itself did not kill her; because she was so ex-
hausted the heroin fatally compromised her
natural reflexes to re-position herself while
she slept. With her head surrounded by an
array of pillows, she slowly suffocated. Han-
nah did not want to die; the morning of her
death she had just turned in one of the last
term papers she needed to earn her Bach-
elor’s Degree in Psychology. On the floor
next to her bed was a pile of LSAT study
books and underneath her pillow was a ‘““To
Do’ list.

CHRISTOPHER MATTHEW ‘‘CHRIS’’ HONOR—
SALEM, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Chris was an average student and loved
history class. He played various sports and
could spout out statistics about any team.
He wanted to become a sports broadcaster
and did work for a few seasons with the New
Hampshire Fisher Cats baseball team.

When Chris was 12 years old, his mother
first started noticing some troubling signs.
Chris became more defiant and his moods
would change rapidly, from extreme highs to
deep low. He scratched at scabs on his arms
as a means of escaping feeling. Chris’ parents
went to court and begged the judge to get
Chris evaluated for bipolar disorder. Chris’
mother was accused of wanting to simply
medicate her difficult child, but all she
wanted was to give him a fair shot at life and
help him learn to deal with the over-
whelming feelings. Soon after, Chris’ mother
found out he had started experimenting with
marijuana.

When Chris was 17, he was picked up by the
police when he was high on ecstasy. After a
big fight, Chris left his father’s house and
went to live with some friends and later, his
grandmother. Chris decided he would finish
his senior year of high school by taking
night classes. He graduated in 2011, got a job
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and started college. Things were looking up.
When Chris turned 18, he moved in with a
couple of friends and things quickly began to
slip. One of his roommates was selling drugs
and the police were watching the apartment.
One night, the cops raided the apartment
and everyone inside was arrested. After that,
Chris was subject to random drug testing.

In 2013, Chris was sent to the county jail
for eight months, after threatening his
grandmother. When he got out, Chris and his
girlfriend, reunited and began abusing drugs
together. Chris eventually checked into a
treatment center; but once he was stable,
the facility needed the bed and Chris was re-
leased. Later, when Chris told his probation
officer he wouldn’t test clean, he was sent
back to jail for the weekend.

The summer after that seemed like a
dream for Chris and his girlfriend; they were
always laughing and taking endless walks
together. On September 25, 2014, Chris’ moth-
er got a call from his girlfriend saying Chris
was going back to jail for 20 days. Four days
later, Chris called from jail to tell his moth-
er that his girlfriend had died from an over-
dose. He said if he had been home he could
have saved her.

Chris was never the same after that and
went back to abusing drugs immediately
after being released and he was picked up
again by the police on April 15, 2015. When he
was released from jail on September 3rd,
Chris seemed to be doing well. He applied for
a job, and later that day he scheduled a time
to get vivitrol shots. The next day Chris
called his mother depressed because he
missed his girlfriend and said that he never
truly dealt with her death. On September
5th, the Jordan family were woken up in the
early morning by a policewoman telling
them that Chris was found dead.

——————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF JOHN GLENN

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | am deep-
ly saddened by the passing of John Glenn. My
thoughts and prayers are with his wife Annie,
his family, and the countless others who are
mourning this great loss.

John Glenn was a decorated World War I
Marine Corps Fighter Pilot who broke the
transcontinental speed record. A pioneer as-
tronaut who was the first American to orbit the
earth, and he later became the oldest man in
space at the age of 77. He was a distin-
guished statesman who represented Ohio in
the United States Senate. But most impor-
tantly, he was a family man who married his
childhood sweetheart, Annie, and enjoyed
spending time with his family and friends.

| count myself lucky to have had the oppor-
tunity to spend some time with Senator Glenn
and | will cherish those moments for the rest
of my life. Today is a sad day for the State of
Ohio and for the United States of America.
John Glenn was an American hero and his life
and legacy will never be forgotten.
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RECOGNIZING THE 2016 MVLE
ANNUAL AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 2016 MVLE Annual Award
Recipients.

For 45 years, MVLE has provided employ-
ment opportunities and support services to in-
dividuals with disabilities and thereby created
an environment which has allowed its clients
to live in dignity and as independently as pos-
sible. MVLE has achieved this success by
partnering with local businesses as well as
with government agencies and other not-for-
profit organizations. MVLE, its staff, and dedi-
cated volunteers and supporters can be proud
that they are making a positive difference in
someone’s life every day.

Each year, MVLE honors individual partici-
pants, as well as business and community
partners, who support MVLE’s mission. | am
pleased to include the names of the following
2016 award recipients:

The President’s Award is being presented to
individuals who have shown outstanding
progress toward gaining independence and
self-sufficiency through participation in employ-
ment and community services. The 2016
President’s Award recipients are Ashley Car-
ter, Wei Lung Lin, Jennifer Quinn, and Jose
Mananzan.

The Chairman’s Award is being presented
to an outstanding business partner who has
demonstrated excellence in hiring practices,
creating supportive work environments, and
supporting the mission of MVLE. The 2016
Chairman’s Award recipients are Chick-fil-A of
Dumfries and Chick-fil-A of Chantilly Place.

MVLE also presents four Community
Awards for Government, Employment, Social
Responsibility, and Integration.

The Government Champion Award is being
presented to the Defense Acquisition Univer-
sity in recognition of its commitment to the
creation of meaningful employment opportuni-
ties across government and business sectors.

The Employment Partner Award is being
presented to Sharp Business Systems of
Washington, DC in recognition of its efforts to
create meaningful community employment op-
portunities for individuals with disabilities and
military veterans.

The Advocacy Champion Award is being
presented to state Delegate Patrick Hope, who
represents Virginia’s 47th District. MVLE pre-
sents this award to an outstanding partner
who advocates for community integration by
fostering partnerships across sectors to create
new opportunities for the disabilities commu-
nity.

The Social Responsibility Award is being
presented to The Paul Mitchell School of
Woodbridge, Virginia. MVLE presents this
award to an outstanding partner who supports
MVLE and our community through contribu-
tions and volunteer work.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending MVLE for its success in help-
ing individuals with disabilities achieve inde-
pendence and in congratulating the 2016
MVLE Annual Award recipients. The efforts of
MVLE, its supporters, community partners,
and clients are an inspiration to all and are
worthy of our highest praise.
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